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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as First Class Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to Commissioner 
for Patents, WashingtocyO.C. 20231 on January 8, 2003. 
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THIRD SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants wish to call 
the attention of the Examiner to the following references: 
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



J 



Country 

Germany 

EPO 

EPO 



No. 

196 41 357 
0 910 203 
0 952 513 



Date of Publication 

Apr. 9, 1998 
Apr. 21, 1999 
Oct. 27, 1999 



Copies of the above-listed references are enclosed, together 
with a completed form PTO-1449. 

An English language abstract is attached to DE 196 41 357 . 
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It is hereby certified, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(e) (2), 
that no item of information contained in the Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and to the 
knowledge of the person signing the certification after making 
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual 
designated in §1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing 
of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Consideration of these references by the Examiner is 
respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Douglas M. McAlliVcfer 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
Registration No. 37,886 
755 Main Street, Bldg. 8 
Monroe, CT 06468 
(203) 459-0200 



Date: January 8, 2003 
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